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     Above is what it looked like 
at the 2019 Winter Retreat. 
Supporting our theme “Woven 
Together: Telling Our 
Congregations’ Stories” we 
colored drawings of the church 
buildings in the Presbytery of 
MS, pinning them up at one 
point. At the end of the retreat 
we entrusted the drawings to 
textile artist (and PW) Myra 
Hester Cook. 

Myra did not disappoint. At 
Pineview (Hattiesburg) for the 
Fall Gathering, Myra revealed 
what she wove together from 
those individual pieces. The 
result is shown here. 
    Thanks to retreat 

participants who inspired us 
with congregational stories. 
And many, many thanks to 
Myra for using her talents for 
all of us. 

Woven Together: The Art



Fall Gathering 2019 at Pineview, Hattiesburg

We sang and 
laughed. We 
heard reports and 
gave of our 
treasure. We had 
a lovely lunch and 
visited with our 
sisters. Many 
thanks to PW at 
Pineview for their 
welcome and 
hospitality. If you 
couldn’t make it, 
we missed you!  
You’ll see photos 
of the Gathering 
throughout the 
newsletter.



Greetings PW Sisters,
It was great to see many of you at the Fall 

Cluster meeting at Pineview.
We were about 50 strong but always wish for 

more! We were treated to a warm, welcoming 
reception by our Pineview hostesses and treated to 
lovely snack and lunch foods.

The changes to our bylaws were approved. The 
main change was in Article XII changing a quorum 
from ¼ of the members present to 1/10. You can see 
the changes in your new directory.

Becky Stewart shared with us the wonderful 
work they are doing in the abused women’s shelter 
DAFS, and Darius Valentine performed a soul soaring 
piano treat.

Hope you all will join us at our new winter 
Retreat location at the Durr-Center in Wesley Pines 
Camp in Gallman, MS. The date is new also, Jan. 17-
18. You will need to bring your own linens. The cost 
remains the same as last year: $80 for a single and 
$70 for a shared room. Come and we will be “telling 
our stories, listening to theirs” as we say in our PW 
Hymn.

Yours in Christ,

Inez
Inez Chaney Dunlap
Moderator, PWP MS

From Your Moderator



GRATITUDE AND RECOGNITION

In early June, Loretta Bradley, Immediate Past Historian of the Synod of Living Waters, published the 
Synod’s 2018 History Report Summary. Last year we had ten churches participating. This year we had 
twenty! 
In the last newsletter, I provided a list of all participating churches and their respective historians/leaders.
Local Churches who submitted Annual Reports (required-one page form): 13

Local Churches who submitted Abbreviated Annual Reports: 7

I failed to recognize the five church historians who invested their time, talents and energy to prepare a 
church history document or narrative report.

Local Churches who submitted Enhanced or Narrative Histories: 5
Briarwood, Jackson—Kit Stilley
Diamondhead, Diamondhead---Nonie Buchanan
Pilgrim Grove, Morton—Merline White
Vernal Presbyterian Church, Lucedale---Janet James 
Westminster, Hattiesburg---Hallie Jeanne Herring

Twenty churches from the Presbytery of MS were part of the Synod Report that involved 12 presbyteries 
providing data from 145 churches!  

GOING FORWARD & BEYOND 
 
At our Annual Fall Gathering at Pineview-Hattiesburg, all of the materials for the new year were     
compiled and distributed by your PWP CT leadership team. Church packets included the new Historian 
Resources booklet. I hope all church historians now have your copies. Pages 2-3 provide guidelines and 
helpful hints. Included are the definitions of the required and optional history reports. 

 The Annual Report Form is REQUIRED because your local church data is summarized first by me, 
at the Presbytery level, then sent to our new Synod Historian, Lyn Roark. She compiles it for the next 
level. The information collected is factual data as it relates to your specific church to include PW 
information, reward recipients, i.e., the Honorary Life Membership, women who have passed away 
and a list of women serving in leadership roles at all levels—church, presbytery, synod and above. I 
promise that you will be amazed when you start this list especially when you count sub-committee 
chairs, SS teachers, choir directors, etc. 

The enhanced text or narrative repor  t   is the story behind the names, dates and church events 
defined as documented history. This is a manuscript providing a thoughtful history of the events in 
your church for the calendar year. This document can be enhanced with pictures. Honestly, there is 
more time invested in this project, but the results are worth it.  Examples of the 2018 histories were 
displayed at the Historian Table at both the 2019 Spring and Fall Annual 

Annual Historian Report



Gatherings. This time invested becomes your gift for your congregation to be enjoyed as a snap shop 
in time for future generations. 

Abbreviated Narrative Addendum in new option. It will be attached to the Annual Report. This is a 
compromise between the required Annual Report and a complete narrative Church History (which is 
still preferred.) This is not a pass for the devoted Historians who prepared a church history last year!!  
Kit Stilley, Briarwood Historian, asked, but I assured her that she needed to continue to do what she 
does best, which is to prepare a wonderful Briarwood History Report. This is an opportunity for those 
historians who completed their Annual Report to take the next step. Consider writing about one 
interesting event or program hosted by your PW or church in 2019. This narrative would document the
event with guest speakers, names, dates and other details.  

An example is an event held at Briarwood this August. Our CT adopted a change to the method we 
had followed in recent years to celebrate our Annual PW Gathering. This includes the recognition of 
our Honorary Life Member and installation of our CT leadership team. The changes resulted in 
designating the entire Sunday service to recognize Presbyterian Women. Rev. Charles Bowdler’s 
sermon entitled The Role of Women in the Church was part of the changes. After the service, the 
entire congregation enjoyed a reception in the fellowship hall. We moved from a short element of the 
service to the entire Sunday focused on Presbyterian Women! 

I look forward to working with you in this new PW year—2019-2020. And here we are, 75% into the 
2019 calendar year. Historians, please continue to keep records of your local PW membership, 
projects, fundraisers, Honorary Life Members, etc. It makes filling in those blanks on the 2019 annual 
report so much easier. And if you are inspired to BEGIN compiling your church’s history---it is never 
too late! Or maybe your church has a new Historian. Make friends with your church secretary who 
has access to newsletters, minutes, bulletins and other records. Many of your churches have gone 
electronic with helpful websites for reference. Please don’t wait until January 2020 to start.  We work 
on the calendar year. I will be glad to help you with reference material. Please feel free to call or 
write. 

Plus, you may be surprised at the discoveries you make in your research. Those of us lucky enough to
attend the 2019 Winter Retreat, entitled Woven Together: Telling Our Congregations’ Stories were 
amazed at the stories behind the shared church histories. I look forward to your reports due the end of
January 2020.

Our Lord has showered the Presbytery of Mississippi with many blessings to include the members and
leaders of Presbyterian Women. Thank you for sharing your gifts and service!

    

Linda Jabour
PWP Historian
pjabour@bellsouth.net
601.992.9359  P.O. Box 5489, 
Brandon, MS  39047
Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Jackson

mailto:pjabour@bellsouth.net


On August 25, women of Fondren met for the annual "kick-off" lunch.  
Back by popular demand, we had a "bring your favorite salad" meal.  
Each Circle leader spoke on behalf of their group. The program, led 
by Rev. Lynn Miller, was an introduction to the 2019-2020 Bible study 
by Eugenia Gamble.  Eugenia is well known here because she spent 
an intern year at Fondren while in seminary and returned to lead 
the Fondren Bible Institute several years ago. Ironically, her topic at 
FBI was The Ten Commandments. Lynn used the recorded overview 
to the study which Eugenia had made and then covered the 
introduction given in the study book. Our women are looking forward 
to this year's study. 

Fondren, Jackson

Around the Presbytery

Our first meeting of the year was very exciting. We had a great 
turnout which included both prior and new members. We are currently 
studying "Love Carved in Stone" which follows the Ten Commandments. 
Each one will be closely examined and viewed with today's perspectives, but 
will rely on standard Christian moral ethics in this class led by Sally Lodge 
Teel. It's very interesting!!!!!!

After doing such a good job providing bags of personal items for 
King's Kitchen to distribute to the homeless, we needed to refocus our 
mission goal. The need has shifted to providing paper, plastic and Styrofoam 
products for the meals that they provide. They serve about 100 people a day, 
about 600 meals a week or 2,400 a month. That takes a lot of supplies. If 
each of us can bring one or more items to the church and put them in room 
2, we can really make a difference in the lives of many individuals.

Long Beach

On August 25, Briarwood Presbyterian Women held 
their Annual Gathering and Installation of new leaders 
during the morning worship service. Lea Ann McElroy 
was awarded an Honorary Life Membership for her 
continuing dedication and work for PW. Show in the 
picture is Lea Ann, her daughter Grace, her mother 
Nora Brunson, and her sister Stephanie Smith. After 
the service Briarwood PW hosted a reception for all 
church members.

Briarwood, Jackson



Winter Retreat 
January 17-18, 2020

Though we are sad at the closing of Chatawa 
and will miss the Sisters, Camp Wesley Pines appears 
to be a wonderful opportunity. We will have the Durr 
Wise Conference Center at our disposal. There is much 
information on-line: Just type in Camp Wesley Pines. 
Times and events will be much the same as at before. 
The camp is west of hwy 55 near Hazlehurst. Later Inez 
will send a map and directions.

Fees:  The fees will be the same as last year.  
$70 sharing a room and $80 for a single (all meals 
included)

Facilities: Rooms, conference facility and dining 
room are all in one central location and on one level. 
Each room has a private bath. Some rooms have large 
showers for the handicapped.

What’s different? Each room has 4 single beds. 
The charge is $70 each if you have 2, 3 or 4 in your 
room. (No bunk beds.) We must bring our own linens or 
rent them from the camp. Single long sizes fit.

The Retreat Leader:  The Retreat Leader is 
Nash Noble.  Nash has no church but preaches from 
time to time, works as a Hospital and Hospice Chaplin, 
has been a choir director, has participated in story 
telling and is writing a book of true stories.  The name of 
the retreat is “Secret  Blessings”.  Nash will share some 
of her stories and we will have an opportunity to share 
our own.  We can share in written form, share in a small 
group or maybe the whole group.  God has blessed 
each of us, has spoken to the heart of each.  Or if you 
wish, just listen and hopefully be blessed by what you 
hear.  



In case you haven’t heard, our PW Challenge to raise 
$7500.00 for the bathroom renovation in Apt. 2B was more 
than successful. Thanks to your generosity and the 
contributions of friends, we raised $9320.50! All of these 
funds were put to good use immediately and both the 
outdated kitchen and bathroom were repaired and updated. 
What a pleasure it is to work with friends in Christ to make 
this property we own as Presbyterian Women so attractive 
and welcoming.

Our mission partners who live at Mission Haven are 
very appreciative of the attractive and updated 
accommodations they enjoy there. You can be grateful that 
the hospitality that PW extends to these partners in mission 
is indeed PW worthy!

As we move forward in our new year, please 
remember that Mission Haven continues to need our prayers 
and support. Because the campus is located in a different 
state, it is all too easy to forget that the volunteers on site 
depend on our support to do their job of maintaining the 
property and welcoming the residents. They cannot manage 
without our help. Let’s not forget to spread the word about 
this place where Christ’s love is extended to those serving 
Christ in far away places.

Mission Haven News – 
SUCCESS!

The PW logo battery-powered pillar candle is perfect for PW 
circles, gatherings and study groups. Cast a beautiful glow without 
the worry of fire, the smell of smoke or the mess of waxy spills with 

this LED votive. A flickering LED light simulates the charm of a 
flame without the hazard of a flame. Long-lasting batteries 

included. Size is 4-1/2 with one color screen. You can purchase the 
candle online at presbyterianwomen.org 



Calendar

April 19-May 1, 2020
PW Peace Trip to Korea l 

August 5-8, 2021
PW Churchwide Gathering l St. Louis, MO

Find us on Facebook: @PWPofMississippi
https://www.facebook.com/PWPofMississippi/

January 17-18, 2020
Annual Winter Retreat l Camp Wesley Pines, Hazlehurst, MS

July 9-11, 2020
Alabama-Mississippi Women’s Conference l Mobile, AL

March 14, 2020
32nd Annual Gathering l  Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Jackson MS


