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 to nurture our faith 
through prayer and 
Bible Study, 

 to support the mis-
sion of the church 
worldwide, 

 to work for justice 
and peace, 

 to build an inclusive, 
caring community 
of women that 
strengthens the 
Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and 
witnesses to the 
promise of God’s 
kingdom. 

PWs will come together on Saturday, April 1st, for its Spring 

Gathering.   Place:  Beulah PC on Bardstown Road in Louisville.  

Time:  9 a.m. for coffee/fellowship, 10 a.m. for program        

followed by lunch.  Theme:  “Through Education, Let Children 

Dance Through Life.”  We will be honored to have the Church-

wide PW Moderator, Carol Winkler, with us and she will be the 

speaker.   Cost for lunch:  $9.  Send your registration form and 

check, payable to PW of Mid-KY, to   Mary Hockenberry,     

4104 Stony Ridge Rd. # 17, Louisville, KY 40299, no later than 

Friday, March 24th. 

Carol began her PW journey at Beulah PC.  Let’s give Carol a big Mid-Kentucky welcome at 

the Gathering. 

The Mission Challenge for that day invites PWs to bring items that will be assembled into 

hygiene kits for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance on the Mayor’s Day of Service (see registra-

tion form for details).  Because of generous donations received from various sources, the 

items that are really needed are:   one gallon zip-lock bags and bars of unscented, bath size  

soap in original wrappers. 

The offering will go to Beulah’s Open Table Ministry and to “Everyone Reads” at Engelhard 

School in Louisville. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER, MARCH 3, 2017 

The theme of this year’s World Day of Prayer is “Am I Being Unfair to You?” 

based on Matthew 20:1-16.  The program materials have been written by the 

women of the Philippines.   

Regional gatherings are scheduled for this area.  Check with your Church Women United rep-
resentative to see when and where the program nearest to you is scheduled.  Although Fri-
day, March 3rd is the World Day of Prayer, some programs are scheduled for Saturday, 
March 4th to allow everyone to participate. 

CHURCHWIDE PW GAHTERING 2018 

It’s not too early to be thinking and planning for next 

year’s Churchwide Gathering.  It will be held  in Louisville 

at the Galt House.  Registration will be $495.  So you may 

want to start saving now!   
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PW MODERATOR’S REFLECTIONS OF 2016 

As I reflect on the activities that I participated in this year I am astonished at how blessed I am to 
have the honor of representing you.  I often say that I am so very proud to be a Presbyterian Woman. 
Here’s a snippet of where I’ve been and what I’ve done in 2016: 

 Attended the 19th annual Martin Luther King Celebration sponsored by the men of Peace Presby-
terian  on  January 16th at Newburg Middle School. This was a wonderful way to start the New 
Year with “PEACE” on my mind. 

 Participated in the World Day of Prayer service at Shawnee Presbyterian on March 5th. 

 On June 7th through the 11th, I attended the Synod’s PW Triennial held at First Presbyterian Church in Franklin,       
Tennessee. The theme for the Gathering was “Follow me…”  This was my first Triennial, and it was wonderful.  I have 
been asked to be on the planning team for Triennial 2019. 

 During the week of July 18th through July 22nd I attended the Proctor Institute sponsored by the Children’s Defense 
Fund. The theme for this life altering conference was “Praying with Our Feet Pursuing Justice for Children from the 
Sanctuary to the Street.” 

 On August 31st I attended a workshop conducted by the Rev. Dr. William Barber, a national civil rights activist.  The 
training was sponsored by Repairers of the Breach and hosted by the Kentucky Council of Churches in preparation for 
The Revival to be held on October 4th. 

 September 10th I participated in the 14th annual Prayer Service in commemoration of 9/11 sponsored by PW of Mid-
Kentucky held at Shawnee Presbyterian Church.  Rev. Peggy Hinds was the keynote speaker. 

 September 11th and 12th found me meeting with the planning committee for the Churchwide Gathering that will be 
held in Louisville in 2018 at the Galt House. 

 October 4th I attended The Revival: Time for A Moral Revolution of Values, led by Rev. Dr. William Barber at St.        
Stephen Baptist Church.  The goal of the movement is to be the catalyst for the resurgence of moral political activism 
among people of conscience and faith leaders. 

 October 10ththrough 13th I attended Seeking God’s Grace amid The Disgrace of Racism Conference in Montreat, NC.  
This event was grounded in worship, truth-telling, confession, and collaboration. This was a powerful experience for 
me. 

 On October 16th I had the honor of serving as a liturgist at the international worship service celebrating the 60th anni-
versary of The Fellowship of the Least Coin.  The service was held at Caldwell Chapel, Louisville Presbyterian Theologi-
cal Seminary 

 October 22nd I participated in Beloved Community: Working Toward Racial Reconciliation.  I served on the planning 
committee for this event. One goal for the workshop was to have a deeper understanding of the challenges of         
diversity.  The Rev. Alonzo Johnson and the Rev. Mark Koenig did a wonderful job facilitating the session for the 100 
participants. 

 November 2nd I was a liturgist for the Reformation Day worship service held at PC(USA).    The Rev. J. Herbert Nelson 
was the keynote speaker. 

 
Whew!  I can take my roller skates off for a minute.  
 
In spite of my busy schedule, there are still meetings of the Coordinating Team and the Planning Committees for the Fall 
and Spring Gatherings. This year (2016) the Spring Gathering was held at Harvey Browne and the Fall Gathering was at 
Westwood.  I really enjoyed planning with our enthusiastic committees.  Our goal is to make each Gathering one that is 
memorable for everyone in attendance. 
 
Thanks for your encouragement, support, and confidence in giving me the opportunity to serve. 
 
By Dianne White, PW Moderator, Mid-Kentucky Presbytery and member of Shawnee PC 
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PW Fall Gathering 
 
Westwood PC’s PW welcomed around 80 PWs from Mid-Kentucky Presbytery on Saturday, Oct. 28th.  The theme was 
“Let Justice Roll Down Toward Peace For Children.” 
 
After a time of fellowship, Moderator Dianne White lit the Christ Candle to begin the day.  Irene Spicer of Westwood’s 
PW welcomed the gathering.  Beautiful and inspiring music was provided by Sheila O’Bannon and her granddaughter, 
Nichelle Noble. 
 
As part of her report, Moderator Dianne White lifted up the fact that the City of Louisville was experiencing a record 
number of homicides this year.  When asked a question, “What can PW do?”, Dianne responded, “We can help chil-
dren.  When PW hearts and minds come together, we can do something!”   Dianne’s goal is to support young people. 
 
Linda Garrett, a member of the Presbytery’s PW Coordinating Team, encouraged PWs to respond to the needs in their 
own communities that they know best.  Further, Linda pointed out that our participation in the Fellowship of the Least 
Coin provides an opportunity to be in solidarity with sisters around the world. 

 
JaNaye Flanagan and Matthew Cork from Westwood participated in last 
summer’s program R.E.A.L. D.R.A.M.A. that focused on the history of the 
Harlem Renaissance.  Their interpretation of two entertainers of that era, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Cab Calloway, was awesome. (See photos.) 
 
Eileen Blanton, Executive Director of the Peace Education program based 
in Louisville was the speaker of the morning.  Peace Education has worked 

directly with 5,000 youth and adults annually.  Justice rolls in on a wave of love and safety.  The program teaches me-
diation skills in schools.  The program also works with gang members.  The Navigators Program involves African Ameri-
can men mentoring young people on navigating relationships.  They worked at Myzeek after one of the students was 
killed so that they would not take revenge.   De-escalating street violence includes gun safety education and working 
with young people who have been shot or stabbed.  They help them open doors to get GEDs and jobs.  The door that 
is always open is the one to prison and they are working to avoid that door by being an island of safety and respect.  
For the twenty one years in which they have worked with kids, only one went to prison 
 
Eileen concluded with an example of a young woman who turned her life around.  She was sent from her  home and 
told to fight.  She participated at the former Presbyterian Community Center.  She learned that she didn't need to 
fight and, in fact, she was tired of fighting.  She became a mediator at school and got her school to get Peace Ed. to 
come in and train mediators.  Eventually she experienced conflict and was stabbed 15 times.  She survived and is thriv-
ing today.  She became a force of change.  She did not choose revenge.   Now, she is 32, works full time in social ser-
vices, goes to school, and raises her children differently from herself. 
 
The offering of $200 was received and divided equally between the Peace Education Program and Exceptional Teens & 
Adults—Providing Opportunities for Autistic and Downs Syndrome Individuals.  The Mission Challenge received com-
ponents for hygiene kits that will be assembled in the Spring of 2017 for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  

 

And, of course, we enjoyed a delicious lunch! 

PORTLAND AVENUE PC 

Interested in providing lunch  to Portland Ave. PC’s seniors on the 4thTuesday  of the month?  Contact Amy  Parker (502-

897-5076) to schedule a time and learn the details about this opportunity. 
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PW MODERATORS!   Whether you 

receive this newsletter in the mail or 

by email, we count on you to copy it 

and share it with your PW group. 

PW CALENDAR 

March 3 (and 4) World Day of Prayer 

April 1, 2017, 9 a.m.   Presbytery’s PW Spring Gathering, Beulah PC 

April 25, 2017  Organizing materials for assembling hygiene kits at Strathmoor PC 

April 29, 2017   Assembling hygiene kits at Strathmoor PC, Mayor’s Day of Service 

August 2-5, 2018   Churchwide Gathering, Louisville, KY 

 ADDRESS CHANGED? 

If your address has changed—postal or email—

please alert Mary Hockenberry of the change:                   

maryphockenberry17@gmail.com 
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TOGETHER IN SERVICE AT HARVEY BROWNE 

Harvey Browne PW have assembled 21 “Welcome Baskets” for Uspiritus.  Filled with items such as stuffed animals, 
blankets, hygiene items, snacks, posters, stress balls, coloring books, photo albums and puzzles.  They are given to the 
children as they enter the program, many of whom have been abused or neglected.  These baskets help make their 
transition easier and less frightening. 

If you would like to learn more about how your PW can get involved, please contact Missy Fountain, Director of Com-
munity Engagement at 502-753-5508 or missy.fountain@uspiritus.org.   

THANK YOU 

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue:   Linda Garrett,  Diane Kirkpatrick, and Dianne White. 

A PRESBYTERIAN WOMAN MAKES THE BIG SCREEN 

Katherine Johnson served NASA in the 1950’s and 1960s.  She is one of the amazing mathematicians featured in the film 

“Hidden Figures.”  According to Presbyterian News Service, Ms. Johnson has been a long time member of Carver       

Memorial  PC in Newport News, VA.  If you haven’t seen this film, do so.  You’ll discover the contributions of three    

African American women who worked for our nation’s space program overcoming all sorts of barriers. 

Send Historical Annual  

Reports to Frances Cotton, 

8427 Grandel Forest Way, 

40258 no later than       

March 11, 2017. 

Send Necrology Report to   

Dianne White, 4502 Jewell 

Ave., 40212 no later than 

March 1st—so the women can 

be remembered at the Spring 

Gathering. 
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