
Summary Report from the Synod of Living Waters Meeting – January 30, 2017 

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, TN 

 

The Synod of Living Waters conducted their annual meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Franklin, TN 
on January 30, 2017.  The meeting opened with Synod Moderator, Teaching Elder Ann Kelly, leading the 
worship service.  Her message of “What Does the Lord Require?” was based on Micah 6:8 and 
encouraged us to use a specific word, called a starword, to remind us to “walk humbly with our God” in 
the coming year.  Jim Goode from Belhaven University added to the music with his bagpipes.  An 
offering of $552 was received and donated to the Mississippi Presbytery to assist those affected by 
recent tornados.  After worship, the group relocated to Wilson Hall to complete the Synod business.   

Commissioners from each of the Synod’s twelve presbyteries were present, along with many of our 
presbytery’s stated clerks and executives.  The first order of business was to elect a new Synod 
Moderator and Vice-Moderator for 2017.  Ruling Elder Ralph Young, from Western Kentucky Presbytery, 
was unanimously elected and installed as Synod Moderator.  Ruling Elder Leonard Jordan, from Middle 
Tennessee Presbytery, was unanimously elected and installed a Synod Vice-Moderator.  Teaching Elder 
Ann Kelly, from St. Andrew Presbytery, was thanked for her past service as Moderator.  Ralph Young 
then presided over the rest of the meeting.   

Reports were received from the Stated Clerk and Synod Executive, Terry Newland.  Rev. Newland 
reported that the Synod’s Permanent Judicial Commission had received three Remedial Complaints and 
an appeal of a Ruling by a Presbytery PJC on a Disciplinary case during 2016.  A Remedial Complaint 
against North Alabama Presbytery has been appealed to the General Assembly PJC.  Remedial 
Complaints against Western Kentucky and Middle Tennessee presbyteries have been dismissed.  The 
Synod PJC issued a Preliminary Order receiving the Disciplinary Complaint from North Alabama 
Presbytery. 

The minutes of all twelve presbyteries have been peer reviewed.  Details of the reviews for each 
presbytery will be included in the minutes of the Synod Meeting at a later date. 

Rev. Newland also presented the Synod financial summary for 2016.  Synod Permanent Administrative 
Commission (PAC) Moderator, Mr. Don Payne made his report.  Highlights from these reports were as 
follows: 

• The Synod balance sheet showed $1.6 million in total funds.  $1.3 million of those funds have 
restricted or designated uses. 

• The Synod finished with a $10,719 deficit of expenses over income in 2016.  Unified giving and 
per capita income continued to decline.  This is the first time that the Synod has finished the 
year in the red since Rev. Newland became the Synod Executive thirteen years ago.   

• The Synod per capita will remain unchanged for 2017 at $3.62, but will be raised to $3.98 in 
2018.  This is the first increase in per capita in over 10 years.   

• The Living Waters for the World (LWW) balance sheet showed $2.3 million in total funds.   
• Rev. Newland announced that the 2015 audit of Synod and LWW accounts showed no 

exceptions.  A copy of the complete audit is available upon request.   



• A PAC recommendation for the 2017 Synod budget of $485,080 in expenses was approved.  This 
budget is projected to generate a deficit of $26,348.  The per capita increase in 2018 will help to 
alleviate a year end deficit.  It is also important that each presbytery contributes their per capita 
and unified giving to the Synod so that the ministry can finish 2018 and subsequent years in the 
black.  

• The 2017 budget includes $193,541 for campus ministries in our Synod.  This amount remains at 
the same level as in 2016. 

• The Synod passed a Child Protection Policy for the Synod and made several administrative 
changes to the Standing Rules.   

• The Synod authorizes the PAC, if the way be clear, to enable Living Waters for the World to 
move forward to incorporate and obtain its own 501 (c) 3 status. 

• The Synod adopted a covenant with Stillman College. 

The Synod also received reports from Mr. Jim Goode of Belhaven University, Dr. Burton Webb of The 
University of Pikeville, Mr. Edward Thompson from The Board of Pensions and Mr. William McConnell of 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Presbyterian Women Synod Moderator, Nancy Bryson presented the report from PW.  The Synod PW 
Triennial Gathering was held on June 8 – 11, 2016 in Franklin, TN.  Eleven of our twelve presbyteries 
were represented at the event.  The 2019 Synod PW Triennial Gathering will take place at First 
Presbyterian Church in Tupelo, MS on June 11 – 15, 2019.   

Steve Young, Executive Director of Living Waters for the World (LWW) reported that the ministry 
continues to grow and has installed 837 water systems in 25 countries around the world.   A brief report 
was also made by LWW’s founder, Wil Howie.  

After a short lunch break, the group was divided to attend breakout sessions for the five standing 
committees for Synod.  Each committee met briefly and the group reconvened to hear their reports.   

The Presbytery Ministry Partnerships Committee reported that they will be supporting a pilot training 
seminar on “Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity.”  The workshop is presented by the Lake 
Institute on Faith & Giving that is part of the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy.  $8,000 was included in 
the 2017 budget to support the program.    

The reports from the remaining four Standing Committees of Nominating, Representation, 
Communications, and Covenant Relations were received without exception.   

There being no further business to conduct, the next Synod of Living Waters meeting was set for 
January 29, 2018.   

The meeting was adjourned with prayer. 

Please note that this is a summary of the 2017 Synod Meeting and not the full, actual minutes. 

 

 

 


